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THE P.E.A.T. BEAT
APT IS GROWING, EXPANDING AND INNOVATING

ABOUT AMERICAN PEAT TECHNOLOGY

American Peat Technology (APT) is a Minnesota-based peat manufacturing company built by hardworking innovators who 
have unearthed the power of reed-sedge peat through their development of value-added, granulated peat products. Using 
modern manufacturing process, we harvest, dry and granulate reed-sedge peat to create unique, natural peat products like 
BioAPT, the industry standard for granular peat-based Rhizobia carriers for soybean, lentil and peanut crops, and APTsorb, a 
granular media that removes heavy metals from waste and stormwater.

APT 101 – A QUICK INTRODUCTION

Since 2003, APT has been a leading manufacturer of value-added American peat products that have the power to change the 
world. When we started our endeavor, we had high hopes for success – and we’ve grown beyond our wildest dreams. What 
started as a small startup with eight employees has grown to 45 year-round employees with plans to expand even further. 
Today, APT is a partnership of about 40 people, most of whom are local residents or who have ties to the Aitkin community. 
We are proud of the team we’ve built and their ongoing commitment to be thoughtful stewards of Minnesota’s natural peat 
resources.

We’ve experienced consistent and substantial growth in our product demand, and we need access to more peat resource 
– and a larger team – to be able to meet the need for both our BioAPT and APTsorb product lines. We process over 900 
truckloads of product each year, which will nearly double once our expansions at the current facility are complete. In addition 
to the expansions at our current facility, we are proposing to build a second processing facility on a second peat resource near 
the town of McGrath, MN. 
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The products that APT manufactures are in high demand. Our granular BioAPT microbial carrier has become a critical cog 
in the production of pulse crops and soybeans in North America. Our APTsorb water remediation media continues to gain 
recognition as a low-cost, robust solution for heavy metal contamination in water. Despite the expansions that we are 
currently bringing on line, the markets for our two products are expected to grow beyond our capacity for production. We’re 
seeking to expand into a second location so we can meet that sustained demand.



As with our current location, a second processing facility will offer stable, good-paying jobs, high-quality products, economic 
activity and more. Our expansion in McGrath will increase our productivity, add between 25 and 40 highly-qualified employees 
to the APT team, support an additional 142 jobs and contribute $41.3 million to the regional economy. In order to keep the 
McGrath and Aitkin County communities informed, we hosted several events last year to share details on our expansion plans. 
We are pleased with the positive feedback and validation from the community.

In 2018, we pursued and received two peat leases from the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR). One lease is 
for 670 acres immediately east of our current location in Aitkin. That lease will not be developed until a later date. The second 
lease is for 3,500 acres northwest of McGrath, Minnesota, and that is the proposed location for a second processing plant. 
Before we can proceed with building a second plant, though, we need to go through an environmental review and permitting 
process. We are anticipating a busy year navigating both federal and state review processes for the McGrath Project, but we’re 
up to the task.

If you are in the McGrath area, you may see field crews 
throughout the winter and spring as we conduct additional 
field studies. You may see technicians collecting water 
samples or core samples around the area. The cold weather 
makes for great conditions to collect core samples with our 
Russian peat borer (see photo). You are always welcome to 
contact us with questions or to confirm if our crews are out 
and about in the McGrath area.

WINTER ROADS

Most peat companies are harvesting peat during the warm 
summer months. But APT harvests peat in the winter when 
roads can be built across the soft peat surface. Once our 
winter roads are established, we can use over-the-road 
side dump trucks to haul peat, which is an economical and 
efficient way to move thousands of yards of raw peat from 
the peatland to our processing plant. Here, trucks line up to 
be loaded with peat so that they can make the one-mile trip 
to our stockpile by our plant.

TRANSFORMING INDUSTRIES  
WITH THE POWER OF PEAT

The unique and effective products we create every 
day have the power to transform the agricultural and 
water remediation industries. APT is seeking expansion 
opportunities as the global demand grows for clean water 
and healthy crops.

Meet Peggy Jones

Peggy is the VP of sales and research at APT and is the point person for the P.E.A.T. project 
expansion in McGrath, Minnesota. She has been with APT since 2007 and currently directs the 
expansion planning for the proposed location and development. Peggy is always ready to discuss 
APT’s plans, so don’t hesitate to call or email.

Phone: 218-927-1888

Email: pjones@americanpeattech.com

ABOVE: The APT team takes core samples using a Russian peat borer and a lot of back muscle!



DISCOVER MORE ON OUR NEW WEBSITE

As we move forward with the process to expand our operations in Aitkin County, we are committed to sharing information 
with you about our projects. Our new, mobile-friendly website will be easy to access and navigate on any device. Whether 
you’re in the office, at home or away, you’ll be able to find the information you need quickly and easily.

You’ll also find archived newsletters, simplified access to our 
innovative product lines and up-to-date information about 
our P.E.A.T. McGrath expansion project. It is very important 
to us to keep the lines of communication open with all 
stakeholders. When we work together, great things can 
happen in Aitkin County.

Check out the website at  
www.americanpeattech.com!

DID YOU KNOW?

Nearly 32% of Aitkin County’s surface area is covered by peatlands. Although peat accumulation rates vary by geography, 
type and climate, vegetated peatlands accumulate peat at a rate of about 1 millimeter per year. That means Aitkin County 
accumulates about 1400 acre feet of peat every year. By contrast, APT harvests about 90 acre feet of peat per year – 
approximately 6% of the county’s total annual accumulation. The takeaway? Peat is accumulating far faster in Aitkin County 
than being removed through APT’s harvest efforts.

We’re committed to keeping the lines of communication open throughout the process, and we welcome your questions and 
concerns. This newsletter will be published periodically throughout the environmental review and permitting process as a tool 
to keep you informed.

info@americanpeattech.com | (218) 927-1888 
Manage your subscription on our P.E.A.T. project expansion page: http://americanpeattech.com/peat-project-mcgrath/

BioAPT was developed for the agricultural industry. It increases crop yields of lentils, soybeans, 
peas, peanuts and more by carrying important bacteria that assist with nitrogen fixation. BioAPT 
is a component of granular inoculants for legumes, which make agricultural practices cleaner and 
more sustainable because the legume crop can get its nitrogen needs met without supplemental 
fertilizers. The availability of BioAPT is critical to many farmers in the Canadian provinces who 
depend on BioAPT-based inoculant formulations for peas and lentil crops.

APTsorb has become a go-to tool for water treatment, particularly in stormwater remediation. 
It removes heavy metals from water and is driving innovation and change in the water treatment 
industry. APTsorb can be modified to target specific metals, making it extremely effective in 
various applications. Ongoing research and development of APTsorb has the ability to increase 
access to cleaner water throughout the world.


